
Lawley Primary School English Policy 

At Lawley Primary, we believe that literacy and communication are key life skills. 

Through the English curriculum, we help children develop the skills and 

knowledge that enable them to communicate effectively and creatively through 

spoken and written language and equip them with the skills to become lifelong 

learners. We want pupils to enjoy and appreciate literature and its rich variety. 

Literacy is at the heart of all pupils’ learning. Literacy is central to pupils’ 

intellectual, emotional and social development and has an essential role across 

the curriculum that helps pupils’ learning to be coherent and progressive.  

Vision and Values  

We believe that pupils’ at Lawley Primary School should strive to be the best 

they can be. This is supported by providing an environment in which every child 

can be cared for spiritually, morally, socially, culturally, intellectually and 

physically. As part of our commitment to providing every pupil in school with this 

experience, we recognise that literacy is a fundamental skill that needs to be 

nurtured, encouraged and celebrated at every stage of development.  

We recognise that the skills of reading and writing impact across the whole 

curriculum. Being able to critically evaluate texts, forms part of the 

fundamental basis of life-long learning. We are committed to raising pupils’ 

aspirations and to widen their horizons through a context rich curriculum that 

gives purpose to their learning, offers a range of experiences, as well as 

broadening understanding of the global community. Wherever appropriate, 

English work is linked to other areas of the curriculum. Reading and writing 

enables pupils to expand their experiences and opens doors to other worlds. 

 Aims  

At Lawley Primary School our aim is to improve pupils’ literacy ability and 

support them in developing a life-long approach to enjoying all aspects by 

encouraging pupils to:  

• Be effective, competent communicators and good listeners;  

• Express opinions, articulate feelings and formulate responses to a range of 

texts both fiction and non-fiction using appropriate technical vocabulary;  

• Foster an interest in words and their meanings, and to develop a growing 

vocabulary in both spoken and written form;  

• Enjoy and engage with and understand a range of text types and genres;  

• Be able to write in a variety of styles and forms showing awareness of 

audience and purpose;  

• Develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness in all areas 

of literacy;  



• Use grammar and punctuation accurately;  

• Understand spelling conventions;  

• Produce effective, well-presented written work.  

Reading at Lawley Primary School 

Our finely banded reading scheme runs from the beginning of foundation stage 

through to the end of year 6. 

At KS1, pupils are placed on the reading scheme according to their phonic 

knowledge. Phonic passports are issued to record assessments and monitor 

progress across KS1 and are taken in to KS2 when necessary to support 

interventions. 

All pupils at KS2 are assessed using the Salford Reading and Comprehension 

Test to place them correctly on the reading scheme. 

All pupils take reading scheme books home and are encouraged to change their 

books as often as needed. Reading diaries are used by all pupils to record their 

reading at school and home. Home reading is rewarded using our house point 

system. 

All pupils have access to their class library which is well stocked with age 

appropriate texts across a variety of genres. Shropshire Library Service books 

enhance this provision and are changed termly. Via our online learning platform 

(Showbie), all pupils have access to the weekly edition of the First News 

newspaper. 

All classes share quality texts as class reading books. These are read aloud by 

the teacher each day.  

All pupils at KS2 have daily guided reading sessions, working either with an adult 

or independently, and then receive adult feedback. These sessions use quality 

texts with questions written by the teacher using the 8 areas of comprehension. 

All pupils at KS1 have daily guided reading sessions using Bug Club resources. 

At KS2, reading comprehension is taught regularly as part of our English offer. 

It also forms an integral part of our homework. 

Spelling 

All pupils at KS1 have daily phonics lessons. Pupils are streamed to ensure they 

make rapid progress. 

Interventions for phonics at KS2 use the phonic passports to continue delivery 

and monitoring of progress with phonics. 

At KS2, spelling is taught using the No Nonsense Spelling resources. 

From year 2 onwards, all pupils are assessed in their progress with the high 

frequency words and expected vocabulary from the NC spelling appendix. All 



pupils then use these results to inform weekly individual spelling lists for class 

practise and homework. These are tested each week and progress monitored. 

 

Handwriting 

At Lawley Primary we use the Penpals handwriting scheme and resources to 

support handwriting development in our school. 

 

Expectations  

By the time pupils leave our school, we expect them to communicate through 

speaking, listening, reading and writing, with confidence, fluency and 

understanding in a range of situations. We want every pupil to take pleasure in 

reading across a range of genres and have a strong motivation to read for a 

variety of purposes.  

Planning  

The National Curriculum 2014 forms the basis of teaching, learning and 

assessment. English units are planned around high quality texts with cross 

curricular links across a variety of subjects and genres. The length of a unit may 

vary. Teachers plan closely with year group partners to ensure consistency of 

opportunity for all children. Clear learning objectives and success criteria are 

set for each session and are shared with pupils. Teachers differentiate 

according to the needs of the pupils. ICT is used where it enhances, extends 

and complements literacy teaching and learning.  

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage  

We teach literacy skills in our Reception year as an integral part of the EYFS 

curriculum. Progressive skill development is outlined in Communication, Language 

and Literacy, one of the six areas of learning in the EYFS curriculum. 

Opportunities to practice literacy skills, for example, reading labels, responding 

to written instructions, mark-making and early writing as part of child-initiated 

learning will be provided throughout the learning environment indoors and 

outdoors. 

Children have daily phonics lessons. The focus for phonics starts with a daily 20 

minute session of “Letters and Sounds”. The Lawley Primary School reading 

scheme is banded for each of the phonic sets within each Letters and Sounds 

phase. Pupils progress through these phonic bandings in line with their teaching 

and attainment within the phonic sessions. Parents are given support and 

feedback to promote successful use of these resources in the home 

environment. Phonic skills are taught in a very engaging and practicable way, 

taking the children through the sequence of phases of phonic development.  



Key Stage 1 

Reading: 

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils will be expected to: 

• Read accurately most words of two or more syllables  

• Read most words containing common suffixes 

• Read most common exception words 

• Read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and 

sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than 

on decoding individual words 

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation.  

• Check reading makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading  

• Answer questions and make some inferences  

• Explain what has happened so far in what they have read. 

 

Writing 

• Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of 

others (real or fictional)  

• Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly  

• Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, 

and use question marks correctly when required  

• Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently  

• Use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / 

that / because) to join clauses  

• Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 

spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts 

at others  

• Spell many common exception words 

• Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship 

to one another and to lower-case letters  

• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

Key Stage 2 

Writing 



By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will be able to: 

•Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that 

shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct 

address in instructions and persuasive writing)  

• In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere  

• Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action  

• Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, 

doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; 

using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of possibility)  

• Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and 

place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs  

• Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing  

• Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)  

• Spell correctly all words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list 

• Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 

Spoken Language 

Pupils need to be able to:  

• Communicate effectively, speaking with increasing confidence, clarity and 

fluency  

• Participate in discussions and debate in a variety of contexts  

• Listen to the views, opinions and ideas of others with increased interest  

• Articulate ideas and thoughts clearly with appropriate tone and vocabulary 

recognising audience  

• Respond to questions and opinions appropriately  

• Retell stories and poems which are known by heart  

• Ask questions with increasing relevance and insight  

Inclusion  

All pupils receive quality first literacy teaching over four taught sessions each 

week. In addition, where identified pupils are considered to require targeted 

support to enable them to work towards age appropriate objectives, 

intervention programs will be implemented. In order to show the progress of 

pupils with SEND or EHCP, School Support Maps have specific targets to enable 

them to show how they are progressing. Teachers use effective assessment for 

learning to ensure planning is based on prior attainment and that pupils know 



what they need to do to achieve the next steps. Marking is in line with the 

school Marking and Feedback Policy. 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

The Senior Leadership Team (SLT) including the English link governor will 

monitor pupils’ progress in English. Having identified priorities, the SLT and 

Subject Leaders construct an action plan that may form part of the School 

Development Plan. This forms the basis for any monitoring activities and will 

clearly identify when, who and what is to be monitored and how this will take 

place e.g. classroom observation, planning scrutiny and book scrutiny.  

 


